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From the Editors:  Where else but in Northern 
Michigan can you see a turkey walking across 
the 5 corners intersection on a Sunday evening, 
and me without a camera!  We continue to 
marvel at our good fortune to have settled in 
Beulah and recognize that we have something 
wonderful in our little community.  We send 
many thanks to all who work to keep Beulah 
vibrant and welcoming. 
Phil Downs and Vicki Carpenter- Downs 
Volunteer Editors 
 
From the Village President:  What a beautiful 
summer we are having this year.  There is a lot 
of activity within the Village that is happening 
and things have been very successful.�� The Art 
Fair was held Saturday, July 10th, a gorgeous 
day and according to Ann Ritchards, the 
director, was very well attended. The Benzie 
Sunrise Rotary Club held its annual steak fry 
the same day and sold a record number of 
meals.� � The Village was the beneficiary of a 
significant gift of money from an anonymous 
donor for a new Day Dock which will be 
placed between the RV Park and the swim 
area.  With the new launch ramp now under 
construction, this new dock should bring 
increased business to our downtown area.  The 
Beulah Boosters have been very active on 
submitting Grant requests for Streetscape 
improvements.  We should know the results of 
these requests soon.� � Thank you to Rose and 
Dick Ide for a great Fourth of July parade and 
fireworks display.  As usual Beulah was 
bursting at the seams.�� Nikki Lennox has been 
named as our new Zoning Administrator.  She 
comes highly qualified as a former police 
officer and much zoning experience.  Thanks to 
Charlie Kinzel for serving as our interim 
Administrator.� � The Village Council approved 
funds for the installation of a third well.  This 
has been requested by the DEQ for a number of 
years and will give the Village additional water 
flow in case of a major fire.  The well will be 
located on Village Property at the North end 
and will be completed by March 2011.  This 
will be funded by a low interest loan from 
Rural Development.  It will cost the home 

owner approximately $80.00 per year.��
Activities such as concerts in the Park and Bass 
Tournaments continue to bring people to the 
Village.� � Everyone enjoy the rest of the 
summer as it is going fast. 
Jerry Rank, Village President 
 
Day Dock:  Thanks to a ‘loan’ to the Beulah 
Boosters, a ‘day dock or shoppers dock’ has 
been gifted to the Village of Beulah!  Pending 
DNRE permits being finalized, the dock should 
be installed by early August.  It will be for 
short-term day docking for up to 8 
boats/pontoons so visitors can come to town to 
eat, shop and enjoy themselves.  It will be 
located in front of the Beulah Beach bath 
house, next to the playground area.  There will 
be a pulled pork cook-out/fundraising event on 
August 14.  Donations are being accepted now.  
The Boosters have applied for 501(c)(3) status 
which means, when approved, will qualify 
donations for tax-exempt status.  Donations can 
be sent to:  Beulah Boosters, PO Box 570, 
Beulah, MI  49617.  Receipts will be mailed. 

Energy Audit:  Earlier this summer the 
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments 
(NWMCoG) made available to 5 counties free 
energy audits.  A team of Beulah Boosters and 

This rendering represents the Day Dock 
configuration.  It will have slip space for 8 boats.  
The dock will meet the beach at the Beulah Beach 
bath house with a continued walkway.  Remember, 
for day use only! (no overnight docking) 
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a Council member completed the application 
and received notice of its approval.  The audit 
will include the Village office and garage area 
and of special interest, the costs and efficiency 
of the current streetlights.  The final report will 
give recommendations on ways to improve 
energy use, eliminate waste and sources for 
funding.  This information will be essential as 
streetscape efforts continue with focus on 
energy saving lights on Benzie Blvd./Spring 
Valley, Lake St.. and the connecting side 
streets from Lake to the Blvd.  NWMCoG will 
also have a $40,000 grant for energy 
improvements/conservation in the fall which 
the Village plans to apply for as well. 
 

 
Thanks to Al Brown for providing rocks and 
sand to improve the Cold Creek as it enters 
Crystal Lake.  It looks inviting as you can see! 
 
DNRE presentation/grant:  The Village was 
invited to make a presentation to the Great 
Lakes Trust Fund Grant committee in June on 
the waterfront grant which was submitted in 
April.  The design emerged from the new Parks 
and Recreation Plan that was also completed in 
early spring.  Since that presentation, a site visit 
from the MDRE in July helped address their 
questions and the Village committee gained 
useful information regarding the next steps in 
this process.  If successful, the $80,000 from 
the Village will generate @ $240,000 match 
from the Trust Fund and will be used on Lake 

St. to provide upgraded space for safer 
walking/bike riding and accessing the 
waterfront.  Grant designs and Park Plan are 
available for review at the Village Office. 
 
Darcy Library of Beulah:   
New Summer Hours  
Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 12 to 5 pm 
Tues.-Thurs.  12 to 7 pm 
Sat.   9 to 1 pm 
Thanks to the Friends of the Darcy Library who 
funded the increased hours for the summer.  
The Library opens at noon Mon-Fri, Sat at 
9am, June through Aug. 
 
Friends of the Darcy Library meet the 1st Wed. 
of each month at 9:30 am, everyone is invited. 
Library Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 7 pm, (Aug mtg @7:30)everyone is 
invited.  Visit  darcylibraryofbeulah.org 
 
Beulah Recycling Information: 
·  Recycling Update-for info call 882-0554 

or go to.  www.benzieco.net and click on 
services 

·  Effective now, #5 plastic can be recycled 
along with #1 and #2 (clean please) 

·  Styrofoam will have date specific recycling 
sites each quarter, check the web site. 

·  Beulah sites remain behind the Village 
Offices for glass, paper/cardboard and 
plastic/tin, available to residents.  
Businesses should call regarding permits. 

·  Leaves & Yard Waste Drop Off:  leaves 
and waste only (no plastic bags, only paper 
leaf bags) at 14352 Homestead Rd.  882-
5468 for directions. 

·  County residents may transport and unload 
yard waste, tree branches, small brush by 
appointment, call 882-0554. 

·  Cardboard may be dropped at BC High 
School. 

·  Large trash cans are in place at all sites for 
#2 plastic shopping bags. 

·  Call the Recycling Coordinator, Marlene, 
with any recycling or disposal questions 
882-0554 
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Collection Dates for 2010: 
·  8/7/2010 Honor Road Commission-HHW 

(hazardous household waste), tires, 
electronics, styrofoam and misc.  

All collections are on Saturdays from 9 to 12. 
APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED for 
HHW Collections. Please email or call 882-
0554 to request a Hazardous Waste Brochure 
that will provide details about the 2009 
collections and appointment information. 
 
Village Office Hours 
Clerk-Laura Spencer Tues-Wed-Thurs 10-2 
pm  
Treasurer Dawn Olney  Mon & Wed, 5-7:30  
Phone 231-882-4451 Fax 231-882-5759 
Free Fax services available to residents 
Web Site:  www.villageofbeulah.org 
The Newsletter and Council minutes can be 
found on the web site. 
 
Village Meetings:  First Thursday after the first 
Monday each month (8/4, 9/9, 10/7, 11/4 at 7 
pm). 
The public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Village Council Trustees and Staff and 
Terms 
Jerry Rank – President-2010 
Patty Cantrell –Equipment-2010 
 Co-Chair: Gary Pallin 
Maxine Hansen– Law and Finance-2010 
 Co-Chair:  Gary Siderman 
Jim Kilgus – Water and Sewer-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Charley Kinzel 
Charley Kinzel– Streets and Sidewalks-2010 
 Co-Chair: Jim Kilgus 
Gary Pallin – Parks and Recreation-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Patty Cantrell 
Gary Siderman – Buildings and Grounds-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Maxine Hansen 
Laura Spencer – Clerk-2010 
Dawn Olney – Treasurer-2010 
Brian Moore – Supervisor 
John Lawrence – Village Crew 
Chris Adsit– Village Crew  
 

Public Information is posted on the windows 
of the Village Office.  Minutes, agendas, 
upcoming events in the Village Park are listed.  
Also posted would be notices such as winter’s 
run water request, annual drinking water report 
and last year’s boil water warning. 
Sponsors of special events that require Village 
support, such as barricades or staff, should 
make a request to the Council using the Event 
Request form available from the Village Office 
or web site. 

 
Beulah Boosters support the CLCBA’s newest 
event in WinterFest, Outhouse Racing at the 4th 
of July Parade!  Go to clcba.org  for entry info. 
 
Crystal Lake Community Business 
Association (CLCBA) Events: 
Fireworks:  Volunteers collected nearly $600 
in donations for the fireworks during the July 
4th Parade.  The July 4th and WinterFest 
fireworks shows are supported by donations 
which can be sent anytime to 
CLCBA/Fireworks, PO Box 557, Beulah, MI  
49617. 
Music in the Park:  On Thursday, July 1 at 7 
pm, the Community Band opened with a movie 
themed performance.  Bring a chair or a blanket 
and a donation to help support these events.  
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Starting July 1, every Thursday thru August 19, 
a wide range of music will be performed. 
Sidewalk Days:  Sat, Aug 7, downtown Beulah 
Crystal Lake Team Marathon: Sat. Aug 14 
Fall Fest:  1st weekend in October, 10/2 
Halloween Maze:  10/31, with Tricks & Treats 
Christmas Magic: 12/11 in the park w/a 
parade 
WinterFest:  Sat. Feb 12: chili cook-off, 
games, fireworks, parade and outhouse races 
(more info on the outhouse races will be on the 
website soon) 
Membership:  support the CLCBA and 
become a member, go to CLCBA.org to learn 
more or see Steve Loveless at State of the Art 
 

 
Ray Stark teaches a youngster about casting at 
the Welcome Back to Beulah picnic hosted by 
the Beulah Boosters in late June 
 
Did You Know: 
·  John Brazaski has returned as the 

contracted summer sheriff for the Village.  
He works a limited schedule, monitors the 
public areas and watches for speeders.  
Give him a friendly wave! 

·  Beulah’s public beach runs the length of 
Lake Street, from the beach 
house/playground to the end of the paved 
section.  The docks are privately owned and 
space is rented from the Village, however, 
the beach front is public. 

·  MI DNRE has put over 88,000 lake and 
rainbow trout into Crystal Lake this year.  
The ‘fingerlings’ were added at the Crystal 
Lake Yacht Club and the Beulah ends of 
the lake. 

·  Many thanks to Al Brown who donated and 
delivered rocks and sand for Cold Creek  

·  The Benzie Bus has a stop at the Betsie 
Valley Trailhead Building in the back 
parking lot, call for information and pick up 
times:  325-3000. 

·  Darcy Library has an ongoing book sale 
inside the library.  Donations of new or 
gently used hardbound and softbound books 
are accepted and needed for the Book Sale 
on 8/7/10. 

·  Village flower boxes were planted by Jane 
Gray, Plant It Wild volunteer.  The Village 
pays for the flowers and transports the 
boxes to Eden Hill Greenhouse where Pete 
and Tim Volas do their plant magic!  Plant 
It Wild also maintains the two gardens at 
the Village entrances and in the Village 
Park downtown.  Thank You! 

·  Pointe Betsie Lighthouse has completed its 
renovation and the Frensel lens from the 
original lighthouse light has been 
refurbished and is on display. Very 
impressive. 

·  Village Staff (John, Chris and Brian) 
continue to take required and advanced or 
renewal classes for water and sewer 
licensing.  Study hard guys! 

·  Trapp Farm Nature Preserve, across US-31 
from Central State Bank, has received 
funding to address and correct the flooding 
problems and provide restoration of some 
plant/land features. 

·  Recently published Afraid of the Dark tells 
the story of the events and the trial of Mark 
Unger which was held in Beulah several 
summers ago. 

·  The Betsie Valley Trail was featured in the 
June 14 issue of Northern Express Weekly.  
Beulah’s Trailhead building, businesses and 
shoreline ride were nicely presented in the 
article. 
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·  Darcy Library is sponsoring an adult 
reading contest this summer and will also 
host a dog contest in conjunction with Fall 
Fest.  Check out the web site for more 
information. 

·  DNRE boat launch is cleared for 
construction near Railroad Point on the 
south side of Crystal Lake.  Construction on 
entrance off Molineaux Rd. at east M-115 
is scheduled to start in July. 

·  Kudos to the Crystal Lake Elementary 
students who raised money for Haitian 
earthquake relief. 

·  Michigan Passport, for all state parks and 
other state facilities, can be purchased when 
you renew your license plates.  Visit 
www.michigan.gov/recreationpassport or 
call 517-373-9900  

 
Park Yourself at Beulah Beach 
The Village-owned RV park at the beach in 
Beulah is ready for your 2010 business.  Sites 
at the park are available for the 2010 season.   
Contact with the Village Clerk at 231-882-4451 
or email beulah@chartermi.net for more 
information. 
 
Dock Space has a waiting list; contact Laurie 
at the Village Office for information, 231-882-
4451. 
 
Upcoming or Ongoing Events: 
·  Beulah Art Fair, Wed., 7/21, all day 
·  Sub Prime Blues Band, Thurs., 7 pm, 7/22 
·  Warline Band, Thurs., 7 pm, 7/29 
·  Wall of Wood Band, Thurs. 7 pm, 8/5 
·  Beulah Sidewalk Days, 8/7, Saturday, 10-5 

pm 
·  Darcy Library Book Sale, 8/7, Saturday at 

the Trailhead Building 
·  Benzie County Health Walk a Thon, 8/7 
·  Charles Danek, music, Thurs., 7 pm, 8/12 
·  Crystal Lake Team Marathon, 8/14, 

Saturday 
·  Pulled Pork Picnic-Day Dock Fundraiser, 

8/14, Sat, Village Park 
·  Village taxes due 8/15 

·  Water bills due, 8/18 
·  Neptune Quartet band, Thurs., 7 pm, 7/19 
·  Township taxes due 9/14 
·  Fall Fest: 10/2 (soup contest, car show, 

games, bounce house and more) Saturday 
·  Cookie Sale, Trailhead Bldg. 10-2, Sat 10/2 
·  Halloween Maze, 10/31, 6 pm in the park 
·  Fishing Contests: check w/Paul at Five 

Corners 
·  Every Thursday, ‘Read to Rosie’ at the 

Darcy Library, 3-7 and call for a time slot, 
882-4037 

·  Every Friday, Children’s Story time 11 am, 
Darcy Library 

·  State Representative Dan Scripps is at the 
Darcy Library from 11-12, 1st Monday of 
each month. 

 

 
Beulah Boosters appreciate all the support of 
the businesses and volunteers for a successful 
picnic! 
 
Beulah Boosters are Busy Volunteers:  
Nearly 200 people attended the 3rd Welcome 
Back and Taste of Beulah Picnic on June 26.  
Children’s games, donated food by many local 
restaurants and stores, music by Thyme & 
Money and a soccer demo by the Michigan 
Bucks kept everyone busy.  Boosters were also 
involved with many of the 4th of July activities, 
running games on the beach and collecting 
nearly $600 in donations for the fireworks.  
Boosters volunteer in these activities: Music in 
the Park, Beulah Art Fair, Crystal Lake Team 
Marathon, Halloween Maze, Fall Fest, Winter 
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Fest, Easter Egg Hunt and Christmas Magic.  
The Booster’s goal is to support local groups 
by providing volunteers and financial resources 
in order to build cohesiveness in the 
community and to promote Beulah as a 
vacation destination.  Members of this non-
profit are asked to volunteer on at least one 
community activity each year. Membership 
forms are available now at Crystal Copies.  For 
more information, please contact Joan Duggan, 
Secretary, dugganjoan@aol.com or PO Box 
570, Beulah, 49716 or call 882-0262.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 
New Beulah Water System Upgrades:  In 
2005, Beulah was granted a $1.6 million low 
interest loan from the USDA Rural 
Development in order to construct a new water 
tower, install a new water well, and upgrade 
undersized water mains.  This would have cost 
the average resident approximately $240.00 per 
year in additional water rates.  In these trying 
economic times, we felt this would be too much 
to ask and elected to table that project.  The 
loan, however was still available but due to 
expire shortly and we revisited using a portion 
of it before it expired.  After reviewing many 
options with our engineers, the Village Council 
approved the expenditure of $530,000 to drill a 
new water well with a new pump house and 
connect it to our existing water mains by way 
of a new 12 inch water main from the pump 
house bored under US 31 and “looped” to the 
N. Center St. main at Birchwood Ave., a 
distance of about 300 ft.  The new pump house 
will also have a dedicated auxiliary generator 
which will continue to operate the well in the 
event of a power outage.  The end result will be 
enough water supply to meet peak supply 
demands and increased water flow to address 
potential fire flow demands, two essential 
elements that have been lacking in our water 
system for many years.  In addition to 
refurbishing our existing water tank last year, 
the new upgrades to our water system will 
service our Village quite adequately for many 
years to come.  Cost to residents will be 
reflected in the fall quarter water bill as an 

increase of $19.61 in the “Ready To Serve” 
charge for water or $78.44 per year.  Hopefully, 
all will agree that this is a worthwhile upgrade 
that should be completed by March of next year 
with little or no inconvenience to residents or 
tourists. 
Jim Kilgus, Chairman; Water and Sewer 
 

 
Brian and Chris upgrade the Village Office 
with fresh paint.  John worked around the 
corner. 
 
Swimmer’s Itch (repeated from 2009 issue) 
We have  reports of the ‘itch’ on Crystal and 
wanted to repeat several remedies for the ‘itch’ 
as well as additional information.   
·  Please don’t feed the birds 
·  Before swimming, apply baby oil:  

Madonna Cussans 
·  Apply nail polish (any color will do!) on 

the bites:  Nicole Olney  
·  Apply Ancient Healer salve (Creation 

Farms/River Rd.) on the bites:  Phil Downs 
·  Leave the water from the ends of docks, try 

to avoid the shores and towel off ASAP:  
Natalie Renn 

·  Look out for warning signs at the beaches, 
however, once ‘bit’, try antihistamines and 
cortisone based creams on the bites:  
Charley Kinzel 

·  Beulah Beach bath house has outside 
showers, rinse off asap after leaving the 
water and towel off well. 
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·  Call and report incidents of ‘itch’ to the 
Hotline:  231-352-5328 (leave a message) 

·  The swim areas around the Lake will be 
‘raked’ periodically this summer to disrupt 
the “itch” cycle.  Signs will posted to alert 
swimmers as the ‘itch’ may be worse for 
the next 24 hours. 

 
Mayflies:  Every summer Crystal Lake 
experiences mayfly hatches…but did you know 
that mayflies are one of the oldest living 
insects.  Although viewed as a nuisance, they 
are a valuable source of food for fish and birds, 
and an indication of good water quality.  
Mayflies basically have no mouth, may live 30 
minutes or up to 2 weeks.  Their eggs are laid 
in the water and either hatch immediately or 
wait up to 11 months.  We only have them 
hatching over 1-2 months; climates that are 
warm year-round may have hatches throughout 
the year.  Lucky us! 
 
Business Updates: 
·  L’Chayim’s Hit the Wal,l which features 

local artists and their work, continues.  
June’s artist, Judy Heit, followed by Anne 
Loveless and Jenny Robertson in July.  On 
August 9th, 4 generations of women artists: 
Dorothy Carpenter, Ruth Forrest, Eliza 
Forest and Caitlin Forrest will “hit the wall’ 

·  Brookside Inn’s renovation project has been 
tabled due to unexpected problems and 
therefore the increased costs.  Randy & 
Carol Dye are seeking investors to help re-
start the project. 

·  Gwen Frostic’s has reopened on River 
Road. 

·  Steve Loveless, State of the Art Framing & 
Gallery, was honored with the selection of 
his photograph for Frankfort’s Tree City 
poster 

·  Bell Title Lakeshore on Benzie Blvd. has 
new managers.  Ann “Sam” Clark and 
Linda Moorey Kehr 

·  Brian, John and Chris were busy re-painting 
the green park benches and picnic tables 
earlier this spring.  There was even paint 

left over to upgrade the Village Office 
building. That’s one way to ‘go green’!  
Good job guys! 

·  Connie McLaren, Northwoods Lodge 
owner, has an exhibit of her paintings at the 
Michigan Bank & Trust in Frankfort 
through August 11.  Last year Connie 
updated the retaining wall mural on 
Prospect St. for all of us to enjoy. 

·  Gail WindPower Project is a new business 
on Benzie Blvd, sharing space at the Orkin 
Building.  Their focus is commercial wind 
energy.  For more information go to their 
website:  www.duke-energy.com/gailwind 

·  Speaking of the Orkin Building, the repair 
of their stone façade is done and the effort 
was worth it.  Looks great! 

·  New, eyecatching signage at Son of God 
Church on Benzie Blvd. is very attractive. 

·  No news on the sale of the Bowling Alley 
due to a minimum bid requirement. 

 
Parades are more fun with marching bands such 
as our own Benzie Central Band on July 4th! 
 
4th of July in Beulah:  Wonderful weather 
brought many people to the parks, beaches and 
sidewalks of Beulah for the 4th of July events.  
The park was busy with food, face painting, 
greased pole climbs, rubber ducks and coin 
hunts in the sand.  The Boy Scouts had their 
new rope bridge available which was a 
challenge for all ages.  Nearly 60 entrants for 
the parade made it exciting and colorful as 
floats, cars, bands, and an outhouse were 
present, just to name a few.  The fireworks 
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were well done and the time shift to 10:30 
made the visibility better with the western skies 
being darker.  Many new fireworks were 
viewed and an incoming storm/winds pushed 
the ‘firings’ ahead a bit.  We send many thanks 
to the sponsorship and coordination of the 
day’s event by the CLCBA and chairpersons, 
Richard (Dick) and Rose Ide.  Numerous 
volunteers worked and made the day’s 
activities go smoothly. 
 
New Zoning Administrator:  The Village 
hired Nikki Lennox as their new Zoning 
Administrator.  She comes with experience in 
zoning and law enforcement.  Nikki can be 
contacted beulahzoning@gmail.com or leave a 
message at the Village office for her, 882-4451.  
She reminds everyone to keep yards clear of 
weeks and junk.  Zoning ordinances can be 
found on the Village website:  
villageofbeulah.org 
 
Remember: 
·  Tie up your branches and large yard refuse 

for pick up.  Yard waste, leaves, cuttings 
should be bagged and left street side for 
pick up.  Please keep bags to 25 pounds or 
less. 

·  All dogs in the Village are to be on leash.  
Only certified service animals are 
allowed on the Trail.  Please clean up after 
your pets. 

·  Red trash bags are sold at Village Office, 
yellow at Stapletons (single bags) and Shop 
& Save (10/pkg).  Friday mornings is pick-
up for red and yellow bags in the Village.  
Weekday holidays move pick-up to 
Saturday morning.  Village charges $21 for 
10 red trash bags. (Labor Day will move 
trash pickup to Saturday, Sept 11) 

·   Business owners and staff are encouraged 
to park away from the downtown parking in 
order to save spaces for visitors and 
patrons. 

·  Please don’t feed the birds on the lake It 
will only increase the risk of swimmer’s 
itch. 

 
Archibald Jones Day:  Archibald Jones was 
the man who ‘pulled the plug’ on Crystal Lake 
in 1873 which lowered the lake.  Secondarily 
this event opened up land which is now the 
Village of Beulah.  The book, Tragedy of 
Crystal Lake, focused on the events that led to 
the lowering of the lake, hence the ‘tragedy’.  
Learn more through presentations and enjoy era 
related activities for adults and children along 
with music by Three Husbands on the Loose on 
Saturday, Aug. 28.  All events will be at the 
Village Park (11-3) along with a 1 pm 
presentation at the Darcy Library on Mr. 
Archibald Jones by Dr. Stacy Daniels. Dr. 
Daniels is hopeful that descendants of Mr. 
Jones may come for the event. 
 
November Elections:  There will be elections 
in November to fill vacancies on the Village 
Council and the Darcy Library Board.  Primary 
residence in the Village is required for both.  
Applications can be picked up at the 
Government Building.  Time lines apply for 
filing each type of position. 
 

 
Village T-Dock gets regular use for fishing. 
 
Any ideas or suggestions or corrections on the 
newsletter?  Drop us a note at the Village 
Office  Thanks, Phil & Vicki 
 
Pick up litter.  Let’s keep Beulah beautiful! 


