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From the Editors:  It’s been a busy and exciting 
few months, working with a vibrant group of 
citizens on Village improvements.  Hanging new 
banners to draw attention to the fact that Beulah 
has a downtown off US 31 is a start.  WinterFest 
will be here soon with all the fun, good chili and 
fireworks, thanks to the CLCBA.  Your ideas 
and input for the newsletter are always 
appreciated.  Send your ideas to us at the Village 
office. 
Phil Downs & Vicki Carpenter-Downs, Editors 
 
From the Village President:  I would like to 
take a moment to reflect on 2009.  Even during 
these tough economic times, your Village 
Council continues to operate within the budget.  
Below are listed some of the accomplishments 
for 2009.  A new truck has been ordered to 
replace a current vehicle with nearly 90,000 
miles on it.  This has been planned for two years 
with money set aside each year.  A new sewer 
jetter was purchased with leftover grant money 
from the sewer project.  This will pay for itself in 
less than one year.  Replaced a sidewalk on 
Clark Street that was a danger to pedestrians.  
Installed new storm drains on Clark Street and 
improved storm drains on Spring Valley.  
Entered into an agreement with the Benzie 
County Road Commission for road sand and salt 
and also backup for snow removal if necessary.  
This resulted in significant cost savings for the 
Village.  Instituted a new method of snow 
removal from sidewalks in the downtown area.  
The Village snow blower blows snow directly 
into the truck thus eliminating the need for the 
tractor loader.  The Village now has a certified 
mechanic that comes to the Village Garage 
which saves taking equipment to Traverse City 
or Manistee.  As you can see from the above 
actions, we continue to spend your tax money 
wisely and continue to look for more efficiency.  
A new employee, Christopher Adsit, was hired 
to replace Brandon Wittig who resigned.  Chris 
had worked for the Road Commission prior to 
working for the Village.  For 2010 we hope to 
secure grants to start some streetscape work to 
improve the appearance of our Village and 
hopefully to attract more businesses to our 

downtown area.  As most of you know we lost a 
great friend and colleague, Tom Hopkins, this past 
year.  He will be missed.  We look forward to 2010 
with anticipation of an improved economy.  May 
you all have a happy and healthy New Year. 
Jerry Rank, Village President 
 

 
Welcome to Chris Adsit.  He’s been busy with 
snow removal.  Glad you are with us! 
 
Crystal Lake Community Business Association 
(CLCBA) Past and Future Events: 
Halloween Maze:  High winds kept the maze from 
going up, however with the Sheriffs Dept help, trick 
or treaters still got their treats and safety items 
Christmas Magic:  Santa and Frosty visited with 
children in the Trailhead Bldg. where cookies were 
decorated, faces painted and pinecone bird feeders 
were made.  Parade winners were Victoria’s Floral, 
Habitat for Humanity and AJ Excavating.  Prizes 
were drawn in the park where the BCHS Chorus 
entertained while people gathered around the fire. 
WinterFest:  2/13, fun activities for all ages, chili 
cook-off, throw a fish/bowl with turkeys or play 
horseshoes with a toilet seat, wagon rides, fishing, 
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parade, airboat rides and fireworks on the lake.  
Watch for more information in February. 
Easter Egg Hunt:  Saturday, 4/3 at Memorial 
Park at Benzonia soccer fields behind the car 
dealership, 11 am 
Fishing Events/Contests:  check with Five 
Corners 
New Officers were elected in January for the 
next year:  President/Steve Loveless of State of 
the Art, Vice President/Victoria Mekas of 
Victoria’s Floral, Secretary/Tim Quick of 
Hungry Tummy, and Treasurer/Ray Pinch of 
Central State Bank 
Membership:  support the CLCBA and become 
a member, annual dues are $75, PO Box 754, 
Beulah.  Businesses, non-business and citizens 
are all welcomed and encouraged to join. 
Go to the CLCBA web site for more info:  
www.crystallakecommunitybusinessassoc.com 
 

 
Christmas Magic had many special friends 
visiting the Betsie Valley Trailhead Building! 
 
Beulah Recycling Information: 
Recycling Update-for info call 882-0554 or go 
to.  www.benzieco.net and click on services 
·  Effective now, #5 plastic can be recycled 

along with #1 and #2 (make sure it’s all 
clean) 

·  Styrofoam will have date specific recycling 
sites each quarter, check the web site.   

·  Beulah sites remain behind the Village 
Offices for glass, paper/cardboard and 

plastic/tin, available to residents.  Businesses 
should call regarding permits. 

·  County residents may transport and unload yard 
waste, tree branches, small brush by 
appointment. Call 882-0554. 

·  Cardboard may be dropped at BC High School. 
·  Large trash cans are in place at all sites for #2 

plastic shopping bags. 
·  Call the Recycling Coordinator, Marlene, with 

any recycling or disposal questions 882-0554 
 
Village Office Hours 
Clerk-Laura Spencer Tues-Wed-Thurs 10-2 pm  
Treasurer Dawn Olney  Mon & Wed, 5-7:30  
Phone 231-882-4451 Fax 231-882-5759 
Free Fax services available to residents 
Web Site:  www.villageofbeulah.org 
The Village Newsletter and Village Council 
minutes can be found on the web site. 
 
Village Meetings:  First Thursday after the first 
Monday each month (2/4, 3/4, 4/8, 5/6 at 7 pm). 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
Village Council Trustees and Staff and Terms 
Jerry Rank – President-2010 
Patty Cantrell –Equipment-2010 
 Co-Chair: Gary Pallin 
Maxine Hansen– Law and Finance-2010 
 Co-Chair:  Gary Siderman 
Jim Kilgus – Water and Sewer-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Charley Kinzel 
Charley Kinzel– Streets and Sidewalks-2010 
 Co-Chair: Jim Kilgus 
Gary Pallin – Parks and Recreation-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Patty Cantrell 
Gary Siderman – Buildings and Grounds-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Maxine Hansen 
Laura Spencer – Clerk-2010 
Dawn Olney – Treasurer-2010 
Brian Moore – Supervisor 
John Lawrence – Village Crew 
Chris Adsit – Village Crew 
 
Public Information is posted on the windows of 
the Village Office.  Minutes, agendas, upcoming 
events in the Village Park are listed.  Also posted 
would be notices such as:  run water advisory, 
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annual drinking water report and boil water 
warnings. 
Sponsors of special events that require Village 
support, such as barricades or staff, should make 
a request to the Council using the Event Request 
form available from the Village Office or web 
site. 
 
Darcy Library of Beulah:  Hours & Info 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 12 to 5 
Tues.-Thurs.  3 to 7 pm 
Sat.   9 to 1 pm 
231-882-4037 beulahpubliclibrary.blogspot.com 
and or www.darcylibraryofbeulah.org 
Friends of the Darcy Library meet the 1st Wed. 
of each month at 9:30 am, everyone is invited. 
Library Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 7 pm.  Everyone is invited. 
 
Did You Know: 
·  Beulah’s public beach runs the length of 

Lake Street, starting from the beach 
house/playground to the end of the paved 
section.  The docks are privately owned and 
space is rented from the Village, however, 
the beach front is public. 

·  Thanks to Beulah Boosters Dan & Bonnie 
Smith who decorated the interior of the 
Trailhead Building for the holidays.  Nice 
job! 

·  The Benzie Bus has a stop at the Betsie 
Valley Trailhead Building in the back 
parking lot; call for information and pick up 
times:  325-3000. 

·  Darcy Library has an ongoing book sale 
inside the library.  Donations of new or 
gently used hardbound and softbound books 
are appreciated. 

·  2010 Census has started and currently 
workers are only confirming address 
information.  The Better Business Bureau is 
advising to avoid fraud and identity theft:  do 
not give out SSN, credit card info or banking 
information as this information is not part of 
the census process. 

·  Village has fax services and a paper shredder 
that is available free to residents and businesses 
during Village office hours. 

 
Beulah Streetscape Visioning Meeting Update: 
The Village Council and Beulah Boosters hosted a 
Streetscape Visioning meeting in September.  From 
that meeting, these 5 priorities were identified from 
the 60 participants:   
1. (86%)  Entrances to Village off  

US 31 (north and south) 
2. (80%)  Lighting/related items  
3. (49%)  Sidewalk/related issues 
4. (43%)  Parking/related issues 
5. (40%  Green spaces, parks (trees, 

flowers, open space, upkeep) 
The Council reviewed the results and supported the 
development of an Ad Hoc committee of interested 
persons to explore ideas and resources to address 
these ideas.  As a result of the research for funding 
sources and communication with neighboring 
communities, it was determined that Beulah needed 
to develop a Recreation Plan.  The Plan is required 
in applications for grants and other funding sources.  
The Village has accepted a bid from Gosling-
Czubak of Traverse City to complete the Recreation 
Plan with assistance from the Beulah Boosters and 
Ad Hoc committee members.  A public meeting for 
input is scheduled for January 20 at 7 pm as well as 
public meeting for review of the plan on March 4 at 
6 pm, prior to the Council meeting.  The short 
timeline is related to upcoming grant cycles.  Please 
attend these meetings or submit your 
ideas/suggestions/concerns in writing if you’re 
unable at attend.  Additional information from the 
Brainstorming meetings of 2008 and 2009, the 
Master Plan review and survey, the September 
Streetscape meeting will be reviewed.  The ongoing 
work of the Ad Hoc committee will be a part of the 
process as well.  Although the Recreation Plan is 
focused on parks, beachfront, current and future 
needs, the work of the Ad Hoc group will continue 
on the 5 priority areas listed earlier.  As a result of 
the September meeting, temporary banners were 
designed and put up at the top of Spring Valley and 
the north entrance of Benzie Blvd. off US 31. 



Beulah Newsletter 
Winter 2010 

 4 

Anyone interested in helping with ideas or 
working on a committee, please leave your 
contact information with Laura at the Village 
Office. 

 
Charley Kinzel, Council member (left) and 
Phil Downs, Beulah Booster put up the new 
banners. 
 
Park Yourself at Beulah Beach 
The Village-owned travel trailer park at the 
beach in Beulah is ready for your 2010 business.  
Sites at the park are available for the upcoming 
season.   
Contact with the Village Clerk at 231-882-4451 
or email beulah@chartermi.net for more 
information. 
Dock Space has a waiting list; contact Laurie at 
the Village Office for information, 231-882-
4451. 
 
Upcoming or Ongoing Events: 
·  Public input on Recreation Plan Proposal, 

1/20, 7-8:30 pm at Village Office 
·  Village Council Meeting, Thursday, 2/4 at 7 

pm 
·  Chocolate-Champagne-Treasures Party, 2/12, 

at 7 pm, party and tickets at the Darcy 
Library.  Winning quilt ticket will be drawn. 

·  WinterFest, Saturday, 2/13, events begin late 
morning, chili cook-off, many contests, 
airboat rides, a parade and fireworks  

·  Water bills due 2/15 

·  Public Meeting to review Recreation Plan prior 
to the Village Meeting, Thursday, 3/4 at 6 pm 

·  Village Council Meeting ,Thursday, 3/4 at 7 pm 
·  Easter Egg Hunt  4/3 11 am at Benzonia 

Memorial Park (soccer/ball fields) 
·  Hydrants will be flushed in April 
·  Every Friday, Children’s Story time 11 am, 

Darcy Library 
·  State Representative Dan Scripps is at the Darcy 

Library from 11-12, 1st Monday of each month. 
·  Foreign Films at Darcy Library, check web site 
·  Fishing Contests: check w/Paul at Five Corners 
 
Business Updates: 
·  Welcome back to the Brookside Inn. New 

owners, Randy & Carol Dye hope to reopen in 
the spring.  They are former owners of the Sail 
Inn and other county restaurants.  Best wishes! 

·  Secretary of State/Dept of Motor Vehicles 
moved to the Honor Plaza. 

·  Carpet Galleria closed and moved inventory to 
the Traverse City store. 

·  The Inn at Beulah Beach has been sold. 
·  Yarn Market owner, Michelle Heckman, 

supported and participated in “Knittin’ in the 
Mitten” to support breast cancer awareness and 
services such as hats for chemotherapy patients 

·  Congratulations to Steve Loveless, State of the 
Art, who recently purchased his building.  
Thanks for your support of downtown Beulah! 

·  Crystal Crate & Cargo upgraded the exterior 
with repairs and fresh paint, looks good!  Store 
hours remain the same year-round, open daily 

·  Cottage Antiques moved back to Beulah from 
Benzonia in late December.  They now occupy 
the former Carpet Galleria store on US 31. 
Welcome home! 

·  Jackleen’s Jems has a new sign on the Benzie 
Center building, with a very attractive design, 

·  Curves has a new owner, Sandy Smith! 
·  Businesses with winter schedules:  Crystal Lake 

Floral (Mon-Fri), State of the Art (Tues-Sat), 
Beading Frenzy (Fri-Sat), Northern Décor 
(Tues-Sat), Beading Frenzy (Fri-Sat, classes by 
arrangement).  Please call for specific hours. 

·  Closed for the winter: Beulah Laundry, 
Adventure Sports (check Frankfort store), Black 
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Horse Antiques, Myers Granary Antiques, 
Cherry Hut (Benzonia shop is open), 
Bucky’s Ice Cream, L’Chayim, Soap Co. 
(internet orders available) 

·  Zoom, Zoom!  Crystal Crate & Cargo owner 
Sally Berlin is a race car sponsor!  Driver 
Kelli Jo Hofacker parked on Benzie Blvd. so 
everyone could check out her race car.  Cool! 

 
Race car driver, Kelli Jo Hofacker poses in 
front of her sponsor, Crystal Crate & Cargo  
 
Master Plan Updates:  At the December 
Village Council meeting, the review of the 
Master Plan was accepted.  The information 
received from the surveys and review of the 
original 1997 document will help guide and 
support the Council as they look to the future of 
Beulah.  The survey results and comments are on 
the villageofbeulah.org website. 
 
Remember: 
·  New sewer/water rates took effect 1/1/2010 

and will be reflected on your April water 
bill. 

·  Christmas trees, with their branches bound, 
can be left curbside for pickup.  Smitty’s 
Tree Service, 2741 Benzie Hwy. (across 
from the Timberline Shell station) will take 
trees too. 

·  All dogs in the Village are to be on leash.  Only 
certified service animals are allowed on the 
Trail.  Please clean up after your pets. 

·  Red trash bags are sold at Village Office, yellow 
at Stapletons (single bags) and Shop & Save 
(10/pkg).  Friday mornings is pick-up for red 
and yellow bags in the Village.  The Village 
charges $21 for 10 red trash bags. 

·   Business owners and staff are encouraged to 
park in the parking lots in order to save spaces 
for visitors and patrons. 

·  Please don’t feed the birds on the lake. It will 
only increase cases of swimmer’s itch. 

·  Free FAX services are available at the Village 
Office for residents. 

·  Snow is here and must be removed from your 
sidewalks per Village ordinances. 

·  No overnight parking on streets ordinance is 
in effect November 1 to April 1.  Please 
encourage renters, visitors and everyone to 
comply with the ordinance to support the 
Village crews in snow removal.  Remember, the 
ordinance is in effect regardless of snowfall 
Failure to comply may get your vehicle towed. 

 
Addendum to Water/Sewer Regulations 
Effective Jan. 1, 2010, it will be necessary to inform 
the Village Maintenance Supervisor by November 1 
each year if you would like your water meter 
removed for the winter season.  Later notifications 
may not be honored due to inaccessibility of meters 
due to snow falls. 
Jim Kilgus, Chairman; Water/Sewer 
 
Record Patriot’s Best of Benzie:  2009 results: 
·  Best Deli & Best Sandwich:  L’Chayim 
·  Best CPA:  Mary Weishaar of Weishaar & Co. 
·  Best Cup of Coffee:  Phoenix Café 
·  Best Gift Shop:  Crystal Crate & Cargo 
·  Best Place to Buy Jewelry:  Jackleen’s Gems 
·  Best Golf Course:  Crystal Lake Golf Club 
·  Best Roofing Company:  Mr. B’s 
·  Best Bank Teller:  Linda Evans, Central State 
·  Best Cold Beer:  Cold Creek Inn (tied 

w/Dinghy’s) 
·  Best Community Volunteer:  Mary Ann 

Hendricks 
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·  Best Place to Buy Collectibles/Antiques:   
Myers Granary Antiques 

·  Best Place to Know What’s Happening:  
Benzie County Chamber of Commerce 

Congratulations to the Beulah Winners! 
 
Snowmobile Reminders: 
Sheriff Rory Heckman sends a reminder that 
snowmobiles going through the village need to 
follow the posted route and stay off Benzie Blvd.  
Snowmobilers are also reminded to stay off 
Crystal Lake due to thin ice and safety.  Never 
drink and ride your snowmobile; wear protective 
helmet, goggles, gloves, boots and proper winter 
clothing.  Know your equipment, watch your 
speed, ride with head light on, obtain a trail 
sticker and current registration before using the 
trails.   
Please enjoy the winter season, and be safe. 
 
Library/Recycling/Public Parking lot will have 
barricades placed to ensure clear access for the 
maintenance crew to the back storage/garage 
area.  Please support the crew and respect the 
barricades.  Crews2 need to get in and out of the 
garage to better maintain the streets and Village. 
 
Beulah Boosters are Busy Volunteers:  
Christmas Magic kept the Boosters busy in 
December.  They were involved with the 
children’s activities in the Trailhead Building.  
Thanks to Dan Smith for taking down the 
cornstalks in the Village.  Next event for 
interested volunteers will be WinterFest in 
February and the Easter Egg Hunt in April.  
Volunteers are needed for WinterFest activities.  
Please contact Steve Wentworth if you can give 
a couple of hours on that day.  If not WinterFest, 
perhaps you can help the bunny with the egg 
hunt in April.  The Booster’s goal is to support 
local groups by providing volunteers and 
financial resources in order to build cohesiveness 
in the community and to promote Beulah as a 
vacation destination.  Members of this non-profit 
are asked to volunteer on at least one community 
activity each year. Membership forms are 
available now at Crystal Copies.  For more 
information, please contact Steve Wentworth, 

President, randall_automotive@yahoo.com or 517-
202-3807.  Everyone is welcome! 

 
This new plaque is on the exterior of the 
Trailhead Building and many historic photos of 
Beulah are now up inside the building. 
 
Cold Weather Alert:  Last year there was a 
lengthy period of very cold weather which had the 
potential to freeze water lines, those of the Village 
system and those lines to homes and businesses.  
The weather again threatens to freeze water lines 
with temperatures below 20 degrees in the forecast.  
Those dwellings built on a crawl space or with 
insufficiently insulated water lines are the most 
susceptible to freezing and causing expensive 
plumbing repairs.  If a resident or business owner 
feels their water lines may be in peril, it is advisable 
to run a continuous trickle of water the diameter of 
a pencil lead (or piece of spaghetti) from one faucet 
to prevent freeze-ups until temperatures rise to a 
safe level.  Due to confusion last year about the 
"Run Water" alert and frustrations with 
increased water bills, it is pointed out that this is 
strictly a voluntary decision by residents and 
businesses to be undertaken at their own 
discretion 
 
     Pick up litter.  Let’s keep Beulah beautiful! 


