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From the Editors:  We enjoyed a lengthy fall 
and then it was suddenly winter!  Nothing 
unusual considering where we choose to live.  
The downtown was festive for Halloween as well 
as Christmas, thanks to all the businesses who 
decorated for both holidays!  Please participate 
in the Streetscape meeting later in January to see 
the proposals and give your input.  Receiving the 
GLTF grant will provide for greater use and 
easier access to Crystal Lake for citizens and 
visitors.  We appreciate the support and effort of 
so many people who have stepped up in many 
capacities with all the Beulah activities. 
Phil Downs & Vicki Carpenter-Downs, Editors 
 
From the Village President:  Happy New Year 
from snowy Beulah.  We have seen the weather 
go from winter to spring and then back to winter 
in a period of two weeks.  Welcome to Michigan.  
The big news is that we have been recommended 
for approval of $227,500 grant for the beachfront 
and Lake Street improvements.  The grant is 
from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
and requires an $80,000 match from the Village. 
A special thanks to Tim Quick for the donation 
of Christmas trees and the Boosters who 
decorated them to make the Village look even 
more like Christmas.  A Village Planning 
Commission was established effective 1/1/2011.  
This was mandated by the State and the 
Commission will handle all Zoning/Planning 
issues and recommend either approval or denial 
to the Village Council.  Congratulations to Chris 
Adsit who passed two parts of the water exam.  
We did not receive a $40,000 grant from the 
Northwest Michigan Council of Government but 
additional grants are being pursued.  Again a 
happy and healthy 2011 to all! 
Jerry Rank, Village President 
 
Crystal Lake Community Business 
Association (CLCBA) Past and Future 
Events: 
Halloween Maze:  The weather cooperated this 
year and many volunteers worked to remove 
pounds of old staples from the pavilion before 
starting new staples to hold up the maze walls.  

Trick or Treaters enjoyed the maze and the rain held 
off until the end of the evening. 
Christmas Magic:  Santa and Frosty had breakfast 
with children in the morning.  Later, they visited 
with children at the Trailhead Bldg. where cookies 
were decorated, pictures with Santa taken and 
pinecone bird feeders were made.  Remember to 
pick up your Santa photo at State of the Art.  BCHS 
Chorus members sang as they strolled the street and 
business with holiday songs.  Later prizes were 
drawn at the park, donated by the local businesses. 
WinterFest:  2/12, fun activities for all ages, chili 
cook-off, throw a frozen fish, bowl with frozen 
turkeys or play horseshoes with a toilet seat, horse 
drawn wagon rides, fishing, parade and fireworks 
on the lake.  New events will be dog pulling contest 
and outhouse races. Watch for more information in 
February. 
Easter Egg Hunt:  Saturday, 4/23 at Memorial 
Park at Benzonia soccer fields behind the car 
dealership, 11 am 
Fishing Events/Contests:  check with Five Corners 
New Officers: President/Steve Loveless of State of 
the Art, Vice President/Victoria Mekas of Victoria’s 
Floral, Secretary/Tim Quick of Hungry Tummy, 
and Treasurer/Ray Pinch of Central State Bank 
Membership:  support the CLCBA and become a 
member, PO Box 754, Beulah.  Businesses, non-
business and citizens are all welcomed and 
encouraged to join. Visit clcba.org for more info. 
 

 
Santa put a smile on this young man’s face 
during breakfast at the Hungry Tummy. 
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Beulah Recycling Information 
Recycling Update-for info call 882-0554 or go 
to.  www.benzieco.net and click on services 
·  Accepting clean plastic, #1, #2 and #5 at sites 
·  Styrofoam at Government Center on 3/19, 

6/18, 9/17 and 12/17.  Batteries and plastic 
bags as well, drop off from 9 to noon 

·  Clean out your files/paper shredding 4/20 
·  Hazardous Waste: 6/11 in Frankfort and 

8/13 in Honor, see web site for specifics 
·  Beulah site remains behind the Village 

Offices for glass, paper/cardboard and 
plastic/tin, available to residents.  Businesses 
should call regarding permits. 

·  County residents may transport and unload 
yard waste, tree branches, small brush by 
appointment. Call 882-0554. 

·  Cardboard may be dropped at BC High 
School. 

·  Large trash cans are in place at all sites for 
#2 plastic shopping bags. 

·  Call the Recycling Coordinator, Marlene, 
with any recycling or disposal questions 882-
0554 

 
Village Office Hours 
Clerk-Laura Spencer Tues-Wed-Thurs 10-2 pm  
Treasurer Dawn Olney  Sat. 10 – 2 pm 
Phone 231-882-4451 Fax 231-882-5759 
Free Fax services available to residents 
Web Site:  www.villageofbeulah.org 
The Village Newsletter and Village Council 
minutes can be found on the web site. 
 
Village Meetings:  First Thursday after the first 
Monday of each month at 7 pm. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
Village Council Trustees and Staff and Terms 
Jerry Rank – President-2012   
Dan Hook–Equipment-2012 (appointed) 
 Co-Chair: Gary Pallin 
Maxine Hansen– Law and Finance-2014 
 Co-Chair:  Gary Siderman 
Jim Kilgus – Water and Sewer-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Charley Kinzel 
Charley Kinzel– Streets and Sidewalks-2014 

 Co-Chair: Jim Kilgus 
Gary Pallin – Parks and Recreation-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Dan Hook 
Gary Siderman – Buildings and Grounds-2012 
 Co-Chair:  Maxine Hansen 
Laura Spencer – Clerk-2012 
Dawn Olney – Treasurer-2012 
Brian Moore – Supervisor 
John Lawrence – Village Crew 
Chris Adsit – Village Crew 
 
Public Information is posted on the windows of 
the Village Office.  Minutes, agendas, upcoming 
events in the Village Park are listed.  Also posted 
would be notices such as:  run water advisory, 
annual drinking water report and recommendations 
to boil water. 
Sponsors of special events that require Village 
support, such as barricades or staff, should make a 
request to the Council using the Event Request form 
available from the Village Office or web site. 
 

 
Village Council Members:  (l-r) Gary Pallin, 
Maxine Hansen, Dan Hook, Jerry Rank, Jim 
Kilgus, Charley Kinzel and Gary Siderman.  
 
Did You Know: 
·  Beulah’s public beach runs the length of Lake 

Street, starting from the beach house/playground 
to the end of the paved section.  The docks are 
privately owned and space is rented from the 
Village, however, the beach front is public. 
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·  Thanks to Beulah Boosters Dan & Bonnie 
Smith, who decorated the interior of the 
Trailhead Building for the holidays.  Nice 
job! 

·  Congratulations to Chris Adsit, Village 
Maintenance Staff, who became a permanent 
full time hire this month and has passed 2 
sections of his water tests.  Good Job! 

·  I know they contribute to swimmer’s itch, 
but the flock of 25 swans off of Fair Park in 
mid-November was a beautiful sight. 

·  The Darcy Library was recently awarded a 
grant of $23,900 to upgrade and replace 
laptops and other technology.  Thanks to Bev 
Toomey and Al Bryant for their work and 
success! 

·  The Benzie Bus has a stop at the Betsie 
Valley Trailhead Building in the back 
parking lot; call for information and pick up 
times:  325-3000. 

·  Darcy Library has an ongoing book sale 
inside the library.  Donations of new or 
gently used hardbound and softbound books 
are appreciated. 

·  Village has fax services and a paper shredder 
that is available free to residents and 
businesses during Village office hours. 

 

 
The Tin Man and Dorothy enjoyed Halloween! 
 

Darcy Library of Beulah:  Hours & Info 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 12 to 5 
Tues.-Thurs.  3 to 7 pm 
Sat.   9 to 1 pm 
231-882-4037 beulahpubliclibrary.blogspot.com 
and or www.darcylibraryofbeulah.org 
Friends of the Darcy Library meet the 1st Wed. of 
each month at 9:30 am, everyone is invited. 
Library Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, 7 pm.  Everyone is invited. 
 
Park Yourself at Beulah Beach 
The Village-owned travel trailer park at the beach in 
Beulah is ready for your 2011 business.  Sites at the 
park are available for the upcoming season.   
Contact with the Village Clerk at 231-882-4451 or 
email beulah@chartermi.net for more information. 
Dock Space has a waiting list; contact Laura at the 
Village Office for information, 231-882-4451. 
 
Upcoming or Ongoing Events: 
·  Village Council Meeting, Thurs., 2/10 at 7 pm 
·  Chocolate-Champagne-Treasures Party, 2/11, at 

7 pm, party and tickets at the Darcy Library.   
·  WinterFest, Saturday, 2/12, events begin late 

morning, chili cook-off, many contests, parade, 
outhouse races, dog pulling and fireworks    

·  Water bill due 2/15 
·  Village Council Meeting ,Thurs., 3/10 at 7 pm 
·  Planning Commission, Tues., 4/5 at 5 pm 
·  Village Council Meeting ,Thurs., 4/7 at 7 pm 
·  Easter Egg Hunt  4/23 11 am at Benzonia 

Memorial Park (soccer/ball fields) 
·  Hydrants will be flushed in April 
·  Village Council Meeting, Thurs., 5/5 at 7 pm 
·  Every Friday, Children’s Story time 11 am, 

Darcy Library 
·  Foreign Films at Darcy Library, 1st and 3rd 

Wed., call the library for more info 
·  Fishing Contests: check w/Paul at Five Corners 
 
Business Updates: 
·  Many thanks to the businesses for their holiday 

spirit with decorations, lights and the lovely 
decorated trees throughout.  Additional thanks 
to Tim Quick of the Hungry Tummy for 
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donating the trees and to Boosters and 
CLCBA members who cut and delivered. 

·  Many businesses have winter schedules:  
Please call for specific hours and days. 

·  Crystal Lake Floral has new owners, Cindy 
and David Frieswyk who also own the 
Market Basket.  The Floral shop will close in 
late Feb., move into the Market Basket and 
both will reopen in March 2011.  
Congratulations and good luck! 

·  Benzie Home Health Care has moved to 
Honor.  They are housed at the Council on 
Aging building, 10540 Main St, across from 
the Gathering Place...  Their new phone 
number is 325-0138. 

 
Village of Beulah Planning Commission:  The 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act and the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act require all 
municipal governments (cities, townships, 
villages, etc.) to establish planning commissions.  
Their purpose is to develop, review and consider 
the rules and regulations for the Village of 
Beulah as they relate to how lands and buildings 
are used.  An example may be to request a 
variation of a building ordinance regarding 
height or how a parcel of land can be used, such 
as for a business or residential building.  The 
Planning Commission is to advocate what is best 
for the Village of Beulah as a whole, putting 
aside personal or special interests. By statute 
they only need to meet four times but will meet 
additionally whenever there is a need. The 
Planning Commission is the melting pot for 
ideas to make Beulah a better place to live and 
work today and in the future. All ideas and 
suggestions are welcome, even ones outside the 
“box”.  In December, the Village Council 
approved the appointment of a five member 
Planning Commission:  Dan Smith, Chair, Thor 
Goff, Steve Loveless, Phil Downs and Charley 
Kinzel, Council representative.  Meetings for 
2011 will be on April 5th, June 7th, September 
6th and November 1st.  All meetings will be at 
the Village Hall, beginning at 5:00PM            
Charley Kinzel, Village Council  
 
 

Remember: 
·  All dogs in the Village are to be on leash.  Only 

certified service animals are allowed on the 
Trail.  Please clean up after your pets. 

·  Red trash bags are sold at Village Office, yellow 
at Stapletons (single bags) and Shop & Save 
(10/pkg).  Friday mornings is pick-up for red 
and yellow bags in the Village.  The Village 
charges $21 for 10 red trash bags. 

·   Business owners and staff are encouraged to 
park in the parking lots in order to save spaces 
for visitors and patrons. 

·  Please don’t feed the birds on the lake. It will 
only increase cases of swimmer’s itch. 

·  Snow is here and must be removed from your 
sidewalks per Village ordinances. 

·  No overnight parking on streets ordinance is 
in effect November 1 to April 1.  Please 
encourage renters, visitors and everyone to 
comply with the ordinance to support the 
Village crews in snow removal.  Remember, the 
ordinance is in effect regardless of snowfall 
Failure to comply may get your vehicle towed. 

 
Addendum to Water/Sewer Regulations   
Effective Jan. 1, 2010, it became policy to inform 
the Village Maintenance Supervisor by November 1 
each year if you would like your water meter 
removed for the winter season.  Later notifications 
may not be honored due to inaccessibility of meters 
due to snow falls. 
Jim Kilgus, Chairman; Water/Sewer 
 
Record Patriot’s 2010 Best of Benzie (Beulah): 
·  Best Attorney:  J.B. Daugherty 
·  Best Beautician:  Lisa Cole, Cricket Salon 
·  Best Lunch:  Cold Creek Inn 
·  Best CPA:  Mary Weishaar-Weishaar & Co. 
·  Best Deli:  L’Chayim 
·  Best Dentist:  Charlie Kehr 
·  Best Fish Fry:  Cold Creek Inn 
·  Best Golf Course:  Crystal Lake Golf Club 
·  Best Place to Buy Jewelry:  Jackleen’s Gems 
·  Best Marina:  Crystal Lake Marina 
·  Best Photographer:  Steve Loveless 
·  Best Retail Shop:  Crystal Crate & Cargo 
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·  Best Sales Clerk:  All the ladies at Northern 
Décor 

·  Best Soup:  Cold Creek Inn 
Congratulations to the Beulah Winners! 
 
Snowmobile Reminder and Snowmobile Class 
Information:   Sheriff Rory Heckman sends a 
reminder that snowmobiles going through the 
village need to follow the posted route and stay 
off Benzie Blvd.  Snowmobilers are also 
reminded to stay off Crystal Lake due to thin ice 
and safety.  Never drink and ride your 
snowmobile; wear protective helmet, goggles, 
gloves, boots and proper winter clothing.  Know 
your equipment, watch your speed, ride with 
head light on, obtain a trail sticker and current 
registration before using the trails.  The Benzie 
County Sheriff's Office is offering snowmobile 
safety classes for first time operators and for 
youth who want to learn about safe snowmobile 
operation.  Contact the Sheriff’s Office at 882-
4494 for more information.   
Enjoy the winter season, and be safe. 
 
Library/Recycling/Public Parking lot will have 
barricades placed to ensure clear access for the 
maintenance crew during snow removal periods.  
Please support the crew and respect the 
barricades.  Crews need to get in and out of the 
garage to better maintain the Village streets. 
 
Beulah Boosters are Busy Volunteers:  
Christmas Magic kept the Boosters busy in 
December.  Boosters helped with the Christmas 
trees, decorated the Trailhead Building and 
decorated the pavilion.  They were involved with 
the children’s activities in the Trailhead 
Building, making bird feeders and decorating 
cookies.  Next event, for interested volunteers, 
will be WinterFest in February and the Easter 
Egg Hunt in April.  Volunteers are needed for 
WinterFest activities.  Please contact Steve 
Wentworth if you can give a couple of hours on 
that day.  If not WinterFest, perhaps you can help 
the bunny with the egg hunt in April.  The 
Booster’s goal is to support local groups by 
providing volunteers and financial resources in 
order to build cohesiveness in the community 

and to promote Beulah as a vacation destination.  
Members of this non-profit are asked to volunteer 
on at least one community activity each year. 
Membership forms are available now at Crystal 
Copies.  For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact Steve Wentworth at 517-202-3807 
or email at:   randall_automotive@yahoo.com   
Come and have fun, everyone is welcome! 
 
WinterFest Chili Cook-Off :  Cooks are needed for 
the Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, Feb. 12 at the 
Village Park.  Bring 3 gal of chili by 11 am and 
volunteers handle the rest.  Cash prizes for winners!  
Call the Hungry Tummy, 882-5103, with your name 
to reserve a space and it helps with planning. 
 

 
Even though the day dock is beached and snow 
covered, donations can still be made to Beulah 
Boosters, Inc.  PO Box 570, Beulah, MI  49617.  
All donations are tax deductible as the Boosters are 
a 501(c)(3) organization. 
 
Grant Award Update:  In early December, the 
Village was notified that it had been awarded 
funding through the Great Lakes Trust Fund 
(GLTF) for the Waterfront Revitalization Project 
(beach front boardwalk).  The Village will support 
25% of the costs with the other 75% coming from 
the GLTF, the total project is projected at $320,000.  
Once the new legislature and governor have 
approved the funding (required functions), next 
steps will be finalizing design and putting out bids.  
Work could begin as soon as next spring/summer. 
Unfortunately, the grant request for energy 
conservation through Northwest Michigan-Council 
of Governments (M-CoG) wasn’t approved.  Only 
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one was available for Benzie County and it was 
awarded to Homestead Township.  It is 
important to remember that the Village was 
awarded a free energy audit and a $20,000 grant 
that was focused on Streetscape efforts, both 
through the M-CoG.  Efforts to locate and apply 
for additional grants will continue so that these 
revitalization efforts can move forward. 
 
Cold Weather Alert:  In years past there were 
lengthy periods of very cold weather which had 
the potential to freeze water lines, those of the 
Village system and those lines to homes and 
businesses.  The weather again threatens to 
freeze water lines with temperatures below 20 
degrees in the forecast.  Those dwellings built on 
a crawl space or with insufficiently insulated 
water lines are the most susceptible to freezing 
and causing expensive plumbing repairs.  If a 
resident or business owner feels their water lines 
may be in peril, it is advisable to run a 
continuous trickle of water the diameter of a 
pencil lead (or piece of spaghetti) from one 
faucet to prevent freeze-ups until temperatures 
rise to a safe level.  Due to past confusion 
about the "Run Water" alert and frustrations 
with increased water bills, it is pointed out 
that this is strictly a voluntary decision by 
residents and businesses to be undertaken at 
their own discretion and cost. 
 
Public Meeting for Streetscape Design: 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 26, 
2011, when all interested parties will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and make 
suggestions regarding the Final StreetScape Plan 
for the Village of Beulah.  To that end, the 
Village Hall will be open from 3:00p.m. - 
6:00p.m. and from 7:00p.m. - 9:00p.m. for those 
wishing to participate.  At this time the Village 
will be accepting all input for design and 
regulations for the future of the Village.   
Conceptual plans for the Village are on display 
for citizen's viewing and interest.�� Please plan to 
stop in and take an active part in charting 
Beulah's future.�
Charley Kinzel, Beulah Village Councilman  
�

 
BCHS Chorus members caroled downtown 
businesses, the Trailhead Building and the Park 
during Christmas Magic.  Their voices were a 
wonderful addition to the day’s events. 
 
Ice Skating Rink:  The Village of Benzonia is 
seeking donations to fund and maintain the ice 
skating rink at the corner of Homestead and US 31 
in Benzonia.  In the past, volunteers paid for and 
provided the maintenance for the rink and are no 
longer able to do so.  Benzonia has committed staff 
for maintenance and some funds but is in need of 
more to keep the rink open this winter and in future 
winters.  If you would like to donate, please contact 
the Village of Benzonia office at 882-9981. 
 
Outhouse Races:  New to WinterFest 2011 will be 
Outhouse Races!  The competition is open to all 
ages, families, groups, businesses, service clubs, 
etc.!  Information and applications are available at 
clcba.org as well as State of the Art, Hungry 
Tummy, Five Corners, Hodge Podge Lodge, 
Northern Décor and the Benzie Chamber of 
Commerce.  Size and materials are limited but not 
your imagination.  Each entry requires a toilet seat 
and a roll of toilet paper.  The race with be a short 
sprint on a snow base.  Theme is:  “Build it and they 
will go!” 
Build it and come have fun at WinterFest! 
 
The Beulah Post Office ladies send patrons off 
with this farewell:  “Have a Beulah-ful day!” 
 


