
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Section 3 includes a detailed inventory of the Village of Beulah recreation facilities.  The inventory also 
includes brief descriptions of public recreational facilities in Benzie County including both Federal and State 
owned facilities.  Lastly, the Recreation Inventory includes an outline of recreation facilities that are Privately 
Owned.   
 
The inventory was completed with assistance from Village staff, Parks and Recreation Committee Members, 
1997 Village Master Plan, 2010 Master Plan brainstorming Pubic Input, and on-site inventory completed in 
January and February of 2010. 
 
 
INVENTORY CRITERIA 
 
The recreation facilities have been inventoried for park type, size, and service area.  The facilities have also 
been evaluated for accessibility using the accessibility assessment criteria set forth by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources.  The Village of Beulah shares a common goal with the State to develop 
universally accessible recreation facilities and has completed an accessibility assessment on all of the 
Village recreational amenities and parks.  The assessment is ranked on a system of 1-5 and is based on the 
following definitions: 
 
1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 
 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has developed definitions for park types and defines sixteen 
types of parks.  The following ten park types have been included as they are the most applicable to the 
Village.  
 
Mini Park (MP) - used to address unique or isolated recreational needs. Typically the park is less than 1 acre 
in size and is located within ¼ mile of a residential setting. 
 
Neighborhood Park (NP) - serves as a recreational and social focus for the neighborhood. It is usually 5 to 10 
acres in size and less than ½ mile from a residential setting. 
 
Connector Trails (CT) - multipurpose trail that provides safe travel for pedestrians to and from parks and 
around the community. It is usually a single purpose hard-surfaced trail for  
pedestrians or bicyclists / in-line skaters and is typically located within railroad right-of-ways. 
 
School Park (SP) - park combined with a school site. The location is dependent upon the school property and 
size can vary depending on the function of the park. 
 
Natural Resource Area (NRA) - land set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, open space, 
and visual aesthetics/buffering. There are no size requirements and location is variable. 
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Special Use (SU) - usually a single purpose recreation facility. The size and location will vary depending on 
the use. 
 
Community Park (CP) - serves a broader purpose than a neighborhood park. The focus is on meeting 
community-based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. It usually 
serves 2 or more neighborhoods and is within ½ mile to 3 mile distance of the neighborhood. The size is 
usually between 30 and 50 acres. 
 
On-Street Bikeways (BW) – paved segments of roadway that serve as a way to safely separate bicyclists from 
vehicular traffic. This can be a bike route with designated portions of the roadway for preferential use of 
bicyclists or bike lane with shared portions of the roadway providing separation between vehicles and 
bicyclists, such as paved shoulders. 
 
Greenways (G) - tie park system components together to form a continuous park environment. There is no 
size requirement and location is dependent on availability. 
 
Sports Complex (SC) - consolidation of programmed athletic fields and associated facilities strategically 
located throughout the community. There is usually a minimum of 25 acres. 
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BEULAH BEACH WATERFRONT PARK 
 
Size: 2+ acres (over 2000’ of public beach frontage 
along Lake Street). 
 
Location:  Beulah Beach Waterfront Park is located on 
the eastern waterfront of the Village and can be 
accessed from Prospect, Commercial, Clark and 
Pleasant Streets via Benzie Boulevard and US-31.  
 
Background:  The beach is located on the eastern 
shore of Crystal Lake—the heart and soul of the 
Village of Beulah.  Crystal Lake is the tenth largest 
inland lake in Michigan.  Due to an accidental 
lowering of the lake in the fall of 1873, a beautiful 
sandy beach became exposed for future generations 
to use.  Beulah is the only village located directly on 
Crystal Lake.  This park includes over 2000’ of public 
shoreline on beautiful Crystal Lake.  Spring-fed Cold 
Creek flows into the Lake at the public launch site and 
offers many opportunities for interaction and nature 
observation.   
 
Funding / Grants:  The Beach Park has not received 
any previous grant funding. 
  
Facility Evaluation:   

 Direct access to Crystal Lake 
 Bath house with permanent rest rooms  

(condition (FAIR) and number of fixtures (Bath 
house:  Women:  1 sink, 2 stools, 3 changing 
stalls,  Men: 1 sink, 1 stool, 1 urinal, 3 
changing stalls, 2 showerheads on the exterior 
of the building)  

 Portable rest rooms  (1) 
 Children’s playground with swings, slide, and 

multi-purpose gym (swings has 4 seats in poor 
condition) 

 Concrete retaining wall (bench) and 2 park 
benches (recycled plastic) 

 Picnic tables and barbeque grills  (none in the 
beach environs) 

 Beach volleyball (1 court set up) 
 T-dock fishing (Size 4' x 150'  and condition of 

dock is poor) 
 Bike rack (1 metal in good condition) 
 Boat launch  (73’ x 30’, fair to good condition) 
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 Designated swim area        
 Leased dock & shore station space on a 

reserved basis 
 
Operation and Maintenance:  The Village maintenance 
includes grass cutting, leaf raking, trash removal and 
general maintenance.   
 
Principal Use:   Leisure-time beach activities including 
sun-bathing, swimming and volleyball (see inventory 
above). Other primary activities include small boat 
launching and fishing.  
 
Park Type / Service Area:  The Park not only serves as 
a neighborhood park, but more importantly a regional 
park that functions as a regional destination in 
Northwest Michigan. 
 
Current Planning Efforts:  See Section 5 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 2 
The Park has minimal accessible sidewalks, changes 
in grade that limit access, and a main street running 
parallel to it.   
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BEULAH VILLAGE PARK 
 
Size: Approximately 1 acre  
 
Location:  Beulah Park is located at the southern 
end of the village at the intersection of Spring 
Valley, Crystal Avenue, Benzie Boulevard and 
Prospect Streets.   
 
Background:  The Park is the hub for community 
events in the Village of Beulah with its main function 
being that of social gatherings.  It is used for 
art/craft fairs, concerts, picnics and has many 
mature trees.  Other events there include:  
Halloween Maze, Chili Cook-off, Fall Festival with 
soup contest, Christmas Magic Events, Winterfest 
and 4th of July activities.  The Park’s eastern 
boundary is the Betsie Valley Trail which runs from 
Thompsonville to Elberta/Frankfort on Lake 
Michigan.   
 
Funding / Grants:  The Park has not received any 
public grants for improvements. 
 
Facility Evaluation:   
 

 Tennis court (1), enclosed/fenced, fair to 
good condition 

 Game area (4-square & Hopscotch) 
 Covered pavilion  (20' x 40'), concrete floor, 

and is in good condition 
 Barbeque grills (4) in fair condition 
 Picnic tables (6) typically placed in the 

summer, 5 in poor to fair condition, one new 
table (recycled plastic material) 

 Park benches (2) – 1 in poor to fair 
condition and 1 new (recycled plastic 
materials used for all new park benches) 

 Electricity 110 panel/100 amps  (limited 
power for larger events)  

 Water  (hose bibs in the garden area 
maintained by local garden group "Plant It 
Wild") 

 Time capsule under rock, (1990-2090) 
 Flower garden (maintained by Plant-it-Wild) 
 Historic Marker - Erected in 1978 and 

references the 1915 failed attempt to 
connect Crystal Lake to Lake Michigan. 
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Operation and Maintenance:  The Village 
maintenance includes grass cutting, leaf raking, 
trash removal and general maintenance.  
 
Principal Use:  Community events, picnicking and 
tennis.  
 
Park Type / Service Area:  The Park serves as a 
neighborhood park for community events and also 
provides overflow space for the waterfront during 
peak summer-time use periods. 
 
Current Planning Efforts:  Park improvements are 
currently under consideration. 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 2 
The majority of the Park is grass with limited 
accessible walks.   
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BEULAH BEACH RV PARK 
 
Size: Approximately 1.5 acres  
 
Location:  Located on Crystal Lake along the 
southernmost portion of the public waterfront. 
 
Background:  This Beulah Beach Recreation 
Vehicle (RV) Park is owned and operated by the 
Village of Beulah.  This land was donated to the 
Village. By making a reservation early in the year 
space can be reserved for the entire summer to be 
spent on Crystal Lake.  Preseason and postseason 
rentals are available on a daily basis.  The RV Park 
is directly connected to the Village Park and is an 
easy walk to the downtown.  Boats can be moored 
out in front of the Park.   
 
Funding / Grants:  None pursued to date. 
 
Facility Evaluation:  

 Direct access to Crystal Lake 
 Direct access to the main Village Park  
 20 RV Sites with electrical, sewer, cable, 

and water hookups  
 Bathhouse with showers 
 Fish-cleaning station - permanent station 

with water. 
 Picnic tables (20) - poor to fair condition 
 Fire pits (5) – reduced number of fire pits to 

encourage interaction and limit smoke 
 Parking - (2) small vehicles per site, a few 

additional spaces available in the Park and 
just outside the Park area. Paved road 
through the park but parking at sites is on 
grass.  

 Brick Building - typically used in case of bad 
weather and for larger groups to use for 
activities, can put several picnic tables 
inside if needed, also provides space for 
campers to recycle 

 
Operation and Maintenance: 
Park Managers are responsible for operation and 
maintenance during June, July and August.  The 
remaining months of the year are the responsibility 
of the Village DPW. 
  
Principal Use:  Recreational Vehicle Park 
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Park Type / Service Area:  The Park serves mostly 
visitors to the area coming from as far as Arizona 
and California.  
 
Current Planning Efforts:  Current planning efforts  
include funding allocation to upgrade the site 
electrical service and pedestals. 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 1  
The only accessible surface is the paved access 
road which provides no walks or bike lanes.  The 
sites are grass and provide limited access to the 
water. 
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BETSIE VALLEY TRAILHEAD  
 
Size: 0.33 acre 
 
Location:  The location of this building is found at 
the former site of the original train depot (the 
intersection of South Benzie Boulevard, Prospect 
Avenue, Spring Valley Street, Crystal Avenue, and 
the Betsie Valley Trail.   
 
Background:  The trailhead is not an official park, 
but is across from Beulah Park and is open to the 
public year-round. It was constructed with funds 
raised throughout the community by the Benzie 
Sunrise Rotary Club, in cooperation with the Village 
of Beulah, and Friends of the Betsie Trail.  The 
building design is a replica of the original train depot 
which was located in downtown Beulah.   
 
Funding / Grants:  The MDNR supported the 
construction and property, but put no funds into the 
project. 
 
Facility Evaluation:   

 Direct access to the Betsie Valley Trail 
 Direct access to downtown Beulah  
 Restroom building (excellent condition) 
 Drinking fountain 
 Covered picnic area with concrete pad ( 15' 

x'35' ) with 6 picnic tables and litter 
receptacles (good condition) 

 Electrical (inside and outside GFI’s) 
 Bike rack (1 fixed) 
 Bench (1) - donated (recycled plastic 

material) (excellent condition) 
 Calendar of local events (posted on the 

signage); inside is a bulletin board with 
events and a promotions rack used by many 
vendors (Chamber, Crystal Mountain, 
Stores, etc.) 

 “Garden of Possibilities” (native drought 
resistant plants) 

 Gravel Parking (15 spaces) 
 
Operation and Maintenance:  The Village 
maintenance includes grass cutting, leaf raking, 
trash removal, and maintenance and supply for the 
public restroom building and parking lot. 
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Principal Use:  The Trailhead serves as a rest stop 
for users of the Betsie Valley Trail.  It provides a 
place for pedestrians, bikers, snowmobilers (who 
use the Beulah to Thompsonville portion of the trail) 
and downtown visitors to sit, eat and use the 
restroom and drinking fountain.   
 
It is used regularly by the Beulah Darcy Library for 
cookie and book sales and the Rotary holds their 
annual steak fry at this location as well as other 
community events.  The Crystal Lake Central 
Business Association (CLCBA) helps to run most 
festivals and activities including Santa Claus for 
Children at Christmas Time. The small native garden 
in front of the building was planted by the local 
school children. 
 
Park Type / Service Area:  The Park serves not only 
as a trailhead for a multi-modal trail, but also as a 
neighborhood park.  
 
Current Planning Efforts:   None at this time 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 4  
The Park building and surrounding facilities are 
newer and were built to meet ADA; however, the 
aggregate surface on the trail and gravel parking lot 
are limiting and do not provide universal access.   
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FAIR PARK 
 
Size: 0.5 acre 
 
Location:  The Park is located on the southern shore 
of Crystal Lake where Benzie Street terminates and 
is the westernmost park in the Village.   
 
Background:  This property was donated by the Fair 
family.  In 2009 the Park was upgraded and 
enhanced with Village funds.  During this renovation 
the beach was cleaned, landscape timbers were 
installed as a breakwall, and additional beach sand 
was added.  The Park has mature trees for shade 
and a grassy area.  The Park usage increased 
dramatically after these improvements were 
finished.   
 
It is nestled in a quiet neighborhood, with private 
residences surrounding it.  It is enjoyed by and 
convenient to our village mobile home park 
residents.  It is adjacent to the Betsie Valley Trail 
which goes to Frankfort/Elberta, and is used for 
biking/walking/jogging.  This trail has a crushed 
stone surface.  This park is primarily used for 
swimming, sunbathing, and picnicking.   
 
Funding / Grants:  Upgraded with Village Funds 
 
Facility Evaluation:   

 Direct access to Crystal Lake (No Barrier-
free access) 

 Picnic tables (2) poor to fair condition 
 Barbeque grill  (1) good condition 
 Portable bathroom (BF unit placed 

seasonally) 
 Park Bench  (1) new recycled material 
 Bike rack (1) new 
 local family donated crimson king maples 

(2) fall 2009 
 Parking - no formal area (mostly a walk/bike 

to mini park) 
 
Operation and Maintenance:  The Village 
maintenance includes grass cutting, leaf raking, 
beach clean-up and trash removal. 
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Principal Use: The park is primarily used for 
swimming, sunbathing, and picnicking by private 
residences surrounding it. 
 
Park Type / Service Area:  Mini Park 
 
Current Planning Efforts:   None at this time 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 1 
Although recent improvements were made to 
facilities better access to the water, the Park has no 
facilities that provide for or enhance accessibility.  
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LIBRARY PARK 
 
Size: 4000 Sft. (approximately 100’ x 40’) 
 
Location:  The Park is located adjacent to Benzie 
Boulevard between Commercial Avenue and Clark 
Streets in downtown Beulah.   
 
Background:  The space has always existed as 
public greenspace, but was just named “Library 
Park” in 2008 because it fronts the new Darcy 
Library of Beulah.  The beauty of this park is that 
Cold Creek runs through it.  The Cold Creek is fondly 
remembered as a very famous smelt dipping 
stream.  The smelt are no longer present but the 
gravel bottom is ideal for spawning trout.  Large 
shade trees provide a pleasant environment for 
sitting and relaxing outdoors.   The Park is 
frequented by locals and visitors shopping in 
downtown Beulah and those visiting the Darcy 
Library.   
 
The Village also offered a small section of land 
adjacent to the Library patio for a sculpture 
denoting the "Three Tribes of the Great Lakes".  The 
sculpture was funded by a grant from the Grand 
Traverse Band which was dedicated in the spring of 
2009. 
 
Funding / Grants:  Upgraded with Village Funds 
 
Facility Evaluation:  

 Direct view and access to Cold Creek 
 Direct access to Darcy Library of Beulah 
 Concrete Sidewalk (perimeter access only) 
 Parking on Benzie Boulevard 
 Picnic table  (1) donated (recycled plastic 

material) 
 Park benches  (2) donated (recycled plastic 

material) 
 Wi-Fi internet capacity (from Library) 

 
Operation and Maintenance:  Library volunteers 
help with maintenance.   
 
Principal Use:  “Lunch spot”, creek and wildlife 
viewing, library access  
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Park Type / Service Area:  The Park principally 
serves as a mini park for locals, but also provides a 
recreational destination for library users coming 
from around the County as well as visitors to the 
downtown. 
 
Current Planning Efforts:   None at this time 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 2 
The Park does provide barrier-free perimeter 
access, but does not provide any universal access 
to the creek or amenities in the Park. 
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NORTHWAY PARK 
 
Size: approximately 0.5 acre  
 
Location:  The Park is located in the middle of a 
residential neighborhood on Center Street between 
Elmwood and Birchwood Street.  
 
Background:  The property was donated to the 
Village by the Northway family.  It offers many 
amenities to those who play tennis and bring their 
children to play in the playground.  
 
Funding / Grants:  Upgraded with Village Funds 
 
Facility Evaluation:   

 Tennis court (1)  fenced / good condition 
 Swings - Metal set with 4 swings, plastic 

seats, seats are in poor condition  
 Slide - Metal (fall zones are not safe as well 

as surfacing around the play equipment) 
 Teeter Totter (4 person) 
 Bike rack (1) new 
 Barbeque grill  (1) good condition 
 Picnic table  (1) fair to good condition 

 
Operation and Maintenance: The Village 
maintenance includes grass cutting, leaf raking, and 
trash removal. 
 
Principal Use:  Tennis, playground for children, and 
limited open lawn for recreating. 
 
Park Type / Service Area:  The Park functions 
primarily as a Neighborhood Park. 
 
Current Planning Efforts:   None at this time 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 1 
Currently, there is no sidewalk access to the Park or 
within the Park.  The Park’s surface is primarily 
grass with the exception of the tennis court.  None 
of the playground equipment provides for universal 
access. 
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TRAPP PARK 
 
Size: 1.8 acres 
 
Location:  The Park is located on Clark Street 
adjacent to the US-31 Highway overpass.   
 
Background:  The property was donated to the 
Village by the Trapp family.  Trapp Park has been 
designed for the pre-teen and teenagers of the 
Village and is located along side of the Cold Creek 
sediment pond.  The sediment from Cold Creek is 
trapped here before the creek empties into Crystal 
Lake.  Its eastern boundary is US-31.  
 
Funding / Grants:  Upgraded with Village Funds 
 
Facility Evaluation:   

 Four basketball hoops (no nets), Asphalt 
surface 

 Skateboard half-pipe ramp (1) 
 Box with grinder rail (1) 
 Bike rack (1) 
 Picnic tables  (3 permanent) 
 Park benches  (1 permanent) 
 Fishing by the pond 
 Concrete sidewalk 

 
Operation and Maintenance:  The Village 
maintenance includes grass cutting, leaf raking, and 
trash removal. 
 
Principal Use:  Skateboarding, basketball, and other 
active recreational activities. 
 
Park Type / Service Area:  The Park functions 
primarily as a Neighborhood Park. 
 
Current Planning Efforts:   None at this time 
 
Accessibility Assessment: 2 
The surface is primarily grass and gravel with the 
exception of a perimeter concrete sidewalk.  
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OTHER PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES IN THE VICINITY OF VILLAGE OF BEULAH 
 
Other significant public recreation facilities include those facilities not owned or operated by Village of 
Beulah, however are available to Village residents. For references several of facilities most readily available 
to residents and visitors to Beulah are provided below. For a complete list of Benzie County recreational and 
cultural resources - please refer to the Benzie County Recreation and Cultural Master Plan 2009-2014 
available online at the County website www.benzieco.net.. 
 
 
FEDERAL FACILITIES: 
 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore - National Park Service (NPS):  
(U.S. Department of Interior/National Park Service) National Lakeshore located northwest of the Village 
along the Lake Michigan Shoreline. 
 
Platte River Campground - provides over 150 campsites (96 with electrical service), 8 modern restrooms 
with showers, 200 person amphitheatre. 
 
Platte River Picnic Area - Accessible area with 4 shelters, canoe and kayak launch, fish cleaning station, 
walkway along river, benches, and parking for 27 vehicles 
 
Historic Frankfort Coast Guard Station  
The building has a Designation Eligible status on the National Register of Historic Places is located across 
the street from the New Coast Guard Station. Crystal Lake Art Center plans to renovate and occupy it as a 
regional center for the arts. 
 
 
 
STATE FACILITIES (MDNR): 
 
State Forest Campground and Cross Country Ski Trail  
Campground with pit toilets and no running water 
 
Michigan Shore-to-Shore Trail 
State horse riding and hiking trail from Lake Huron to Lake Michigan 
 
Betsie River State Game Area  
Wildlife management area in Crystal Lake and Gilmore Townships  
 
Betsie River Water Trail and Corridor 
Canoe, kayak, and small boat usage. Designated Natural Wild and Scenic River 
 
Railroad Point Natural Area (MDNR/Benzie County) 
66 acres of wooded steep bluffs and hills on Railroad Point, with nature trails, 
2700 feet of frontage on Crystal Lake and the Betsie Valley Trail, and parking 
 
Crystal Lake Outlet Property  
MDNR Boating Access Division owns 29 acres between the outlet on Crystal 
Lake and the West End of the Railroad Point Natural Area. Swimming area with limited parking 
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Platte River State Forest Campground 
Approximately 1350 feet of frontage on the Platte River with 26 tent/RV campsites 
 
Boat Launch Sites (MDNR/County/Other) 
(Almira Twp. (10); Benzonia Twp. (2); Blaine Twp. (2); Crystal Twp. (1); Inland Twp. (1); Lake Twp. (3)  
including Big & Little Platte Lake Access sites (MDNR); City of Frankfort (1); Village of Beulah (1)  
 
Betsie Valley Trail (MDNR / Benzie County) 
The converted rail right-of-way provides a non-motorized trail link from Thompsonville to Elberta/Frankfort 
 
Veteran’s Memorial State Forest Campground  
40 acres with approximately 1400 feet of Platte River frontage, located on the south side of US-31. Facilities 
include 21 camping sites, parking, and water 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES (Beulah Vicinity only): 
 
Benzie Central Junior/Senior High School Complex (Benzie County Central School District) –Football/track 
stadium, baseball & softball diamonds, soccer field, gymnasium, basketball court, auditorium, classrooms, 
and meeting rooms 
 
Crystal Lake Elementary School (Benzie County Central School District) K-5 with gymnasium, cafeteria, 
multipurpose field with basketball, soccer, softball, and parking.  
 
 
 
OTHER MAJOR PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN THE COUNTY: 
 
Ransom Lake Natural Area (Almira Township) 
220 acres with 3500 feet of frontage on Ransom Creek used for hunting, fishing, hiking, cross-country 
skiing, snowshoeing, canoeing, kayaking, wildlife observation, and snowmobiling 
 
Almira Township Park  
42 acre neighborhood park with 3 baseball diamonds, basketball courts, volleyball courts, and a one-mile 
paved walking trail, playscapes, swings, and pavilion  
 
Memorial Park (Benzonia Township) 
31 acre community park has a picnic area, 4 baseball diamonds, a soccer field, a volleyball court, parking, 
water, lighting, a storage building, 3 restrooms, pavilion with power and a nine-hole disc-golf course 
 
Zada Price Park (Benzie County/Benzie County Road Commission) 
Five-acre community park has Crystal Lake access for swimming, and provides for launching of canoes, 
kayaks, and light boats (road-end within frontage) and off-road parking for Snowmobile and ice-fishing 
access 
 
Crystal Lake Township Park  
90 acre community park consisting of undeveloped, wooded, and hilly open space with 600 feet of frontage 
on the Betsie Valley Trail and the Betsie River 
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Lake Township Park  
Two acre community park has 300 feet of frontage on the Platte River with swimming, canoeing, kayaking, 
picnic tables, grills, benches, and a canoe launch site 
 
Frankfort Lake Michigan Beach (City of Frankfort) 
12 acre community park with swimming beach, beach volleyball, swing sets, parking, benches and walking 
and fishing on the north pier along the river outlet and the north break wall  
 
Frankfort City Marina and Borwell Yacht Basin (City of Frankfort) 
Part of Mineral Springs Park this Michigan State Waterways Commission funded public facility is a 
complete marina with 71 transient and seasonal slips for 30 to 60 foot boats  
 
Elberta Historic Waterfront Park (Village of Elberta) 
10 acre community park with 1200 feet of scenic water frontage has a covered picnic pavilion, two parking 
lots (54 spaces), playground, paths and trails, amphitheater, fishing deck, drinking fountain, life saving 
station, and restrooms 
 
 
 
QUASI-PUBLIC / CONSERVANCY RECREATIONAL LANDS: 
 
Trapp Farm Nature Preserve (Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy) 
115 acres of wetlands with 2000 feet of tributaries of the Cold Creek, with nature trials, boardwalk, and 
parking off Narrow Gauge Road 
 
Fruithaven Forest Preserve (Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy) 
176 acres of forest overlooking Upper Herring Lake. Open for hiking. Hunting with permission from the 
Conservancy 
 
Mott Preserve at Arcadia Dunes (Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy) 
360 acres. Open for hiking, cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing. Single track mountain bike trails. Hunting 
with permission from the Conservancy 
 
Greenpointe Dunes Preserve (Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy) 
241 acres also know as the Ranke Property. Open for hiking, cross country skiing and snow-shoeing. Hunting 
 
Benzie Area Historical Museum (Benzie County Historical Society) 
The original Congregational Church that has been remodeled and now houses a unique group of historical 
artifacts. 
 
Point Betsie Light Station (Benzie County) 
Also known as Pint aux Becs Scies. The lighthouse is one of the most visited in Michigan and was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1984. It was retired by the U.S. Coast Guard and given to Benzie 
County 
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PRIVATELY OWNED RECREATION FACILITLIES IN VILLAGE OF BEULAH 
Privately owned recreation facilities include those facilities that may require a user fee and have limited 
access.  It is important to understand that these private facilities do contribute to the inventory of recreation 
facilities and provide an important component to the overall recreation inventory.     

 
Table 3.1 - Privately Owned Recreational Facilities in and around the Village of Beulah 

     Recreation Type / Facility                      Location            Summary 

Crystal Lake Golf Club On US-31 approximately 2 miles 
east of the Village of Beulah 

18-hole public course 
and driving range. 

Bêtise Valley and Mountain Ridge 
Golf Course - Crystal Mtn. Resort 

1125 acre year-round resort 
located south of Beulah on M-115 36 holes all amenities 

Pinecroft  Golf Plantation East of Village of Beulah -
Benzonia Township 

18-holes, driving 
range, clubhouse 

Champion Hill Golf Course 501 N. Marshall Rd - Beulah 
Benzonia Township 

18-holes, driving 
range, clubhouse 

Mistwood Golf Course  Almira Township 27-holes, pro-shop 
and restaurant. 

Skiing & Winter Recreation – 
Crystal Mountain Resort 

1125 acre year-round resort 
located south of Beulah on M-115 

45 downhill skiing 
slopes 

Bud’s Canoe/Kayak  Village of Honor Seasonal rentals 

Riverside - Canoe/Kayak  Lake Twp. - (South of Deadstream 
Rd. M-22 intersection on M-22) Seasonal rentals. 

Honor Trading Post Store located on Deadstream Rd. Canoe/Kayak rentals 

Cherry Bowl Drive-in Theater S. of the Village of  Honor (US-31) Noted as one of the 
last of its kind in MI 

Crystal Mini Golf Village of Beulah (US-31) Putt-put with small 
train ride and dairy bar 

Crystal Falls Golf Benzonia (US-31) Putt-Put Golf 
Historic Benzie County Court 
House “The Grand” (P) Village of Beulah - Crystal Ave. Site Historic site 

Timberline Campground  Benzonia Township 189 campsites with 
utilities and RV’s 

Vacation Trailer Park 2080 Benzie Highway, on Betsie 
River 

100 campsites 
utilities; full amenities 

Betsie River Campsite County Rd. 608 so. of Frankfort 
near the State Game Refuge 

101 campsites/cabins 
utilities; full amenities 

Crystal Downs - Golf/Tennis (P) Frankfort  18-holes 

Crystal Lake Yacht Club (P) west shore of Crystal Lake Sailing School 

Jacobson Marina (P) Frankfort 72 slips (up to 80’) 

Goldcoast Marina (P) Frankfort 72 slips (up to 35’) 
CSA (Congregational Summer 
Assembly) (P) Frankfort/M-22  Summer residential 

resort 
Crystal Lake Conference Center Crystal Lake Twp. Church Camp 

 (P) Private Club, Limited public access 


